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December 12, 2022 

Dear Friend, 

Is it ever too late to achieve your dream? 

Absolutely not. Just ask Matthew Brown. 

Mackie, as he’s known to his family and 
friends, came to our program more than a 
decade ago at the age of 72, intent on learn-
ing to read and write so he could achieve 
his dream of writing an autobiography. 

From childhood, Mackie was smart but fell through the cracks. He graduated 
high school, worked hard, and raised a family, but missed opportunities 
because he did not know how to read. 

Imagine not being able to read a street sign or a job application. This is the 
reality for hundreds of thousands of adults across New York City and millions 
throughout the nation. 

But the support of generous friends like you is making a difference. Your 
recent gift helped provide free reading classes to adults in need. Please 
consider renewing your support with a gift to Literacy Partners so that 
we can serve more students like Mackie and help them transform their lives. 

Like many students we serve and millions more, Mackie was shortchanged 
by the education system. “Reading didn’t come easily to me,” he said. “So the 
teachers stopped calling on me and just pushed me through.” 



Life without reading presented many challenges. Mackie faced them all head on. Even his desire 
to be a singer was thwarted for years because he couldn’t read or write song lyrics. But, as he 
did with everything else, Mackie found his own way of learning and overcoming these challenges. 
After several attempts to go back to school while working and raising a family, Mackie came to 
believe it was too late for him to learn to read–until he came to Literacy Partners at the age of 72. 

The Literacy Partners Reading for Adults classes 
that you’ve helped underwrite gave Mackie a new 
experience of life, and a new vision of himself. With 
our emphasis on the basic skills for new readers 
and one-on-one instruction, Mackie excelled and 
even continued meeting his volunteer teacher 
virtually throughout the pandemic. 

“[My teacher] Vera would just make me want to 
push and push,” Mackie said. “Things are much 
better now.” 

Our students come to Literacy Partners determined to succeed. But, we have a waiting list of 
200 more students, and we need your help to enroll them this year. Can we count on you?

Adult literacy classes like ours give students the ability to write 
their own stories – and that’s just what Matthew Brown did. In 
June of 2022, he achieved his dream by actually publishing his 
autobiography, Moving Through Life…My Way. 

Please consider making a gift to Literacy Partners before the 
end of the year and help more adults like Mackie achieve their 
dreams through the power of literacy.

With gratitude,

Anthony Tassi
Chief Executive Officer

P.S. Gifts of stock (including qualified charitable contributions) are especially appreciated. Contact 
us at (646) 237-0161 or development@literacypartners.org for more information.


